John Milton (9 Dec 1608- 8 Nov 1674) 
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Born: 9 December 1608, Bread street, Cheapside, London, England. 
Died: 8 November 1674 (aged 65), Bunhill, London, England. 
Father: John Milton (Senior) (1562-1647) 
Mother: Sarah Jeffrey (1572-1637) 
An English poet. 
He is best known for his Paradise Lost (1667 & 1674) written in Blank verse. Paradise Lost is widely 
considered to be one of the greatest works of literature. 
He was the first modern writer to employ unrhymed verse outside of the theatre or translations. 
His Aeropagitica (1644) is among history’s most influential and impassioned defences of free speech 
and freedom of press. 
William Hayley (best known as the biographer of William Cowper) in his 1796 biography called him 
“the greatest English author’, and he remains generally regarded “as one of the pre-eminent writers 
in the English language”. 
Charles I was king of England, Scotland and Ireland form 27 March 1625 until his execution in 
1649. He was born into the House of Stuart as the second son of King James VI of Scotland, but after 
his father inherited the English throne in 1603, he moved to England, where he spent much of the 
rest of his life. 
Commonwealth of England (1649-1660) 
Restoration of the Stuart monarchy in the kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland took place in 
1660 when king Charles II restored from exile. 
Interregnum (1649-1660): Period between the execution of Charles I on 30 January 1649 and the 
arrival of his son Charles II in London on May2, 1660. 
English Civil War (1642-1651): 

o Between Parliamentarians (““Roundheads”’) and Royalists (“Cavaliers”). 

o First War (1642-1646) 

o Second War (1648-1649) 

o Third War (1649-1651) 
Dr. Samuel Johnson appreciated “Paradise Lost” as — 
“A poem which... with respect to design may claim the first place, and with respect to performance, 
the second, among the productions of human mind.” 
At Christ College Cambridge, Milton was called “Lady of the Christ”. 
Thomas Young: tutor of John Milton from the age of about 10. 
Milton’s first datable compositions are two psalms done at the age 15 at Long Bennington. One 
contemporary source is the Brief Lives by John Aubrey, an uneven compilation including first hand 
reports. 
In the work, Aubrey quotes Christopher, Milton’s younger brother: “When he was young, he studied 
very hard and sat up very late, commonly till twelve or one o'clock at night.” 
Aubrey adds, “His complexion exceeding faire — he was so faire that they called him the Lady of 
Christ's College.” 
Began attending Christ’s college, Cambridge — 1625. 
Graduated with a B.A. in 1629, ranking fourth of 24 honours graduates that year in the University of 
Cambridge. 
M.A. degree — 3 July 1632 
“They thought themselves gallant men, and I thought them fools.” Milton 
He undertook 6 years of self-directed private study. 
Milton is considered to be among the most learned of all English poets. 
By 1652, Milton had become totally blind. 
His nephews, Edward Philips and John Philips (sons of Milton’s sister Anne), were educated by 
Milton and became writers themselves. John acted as a secretary, and Edward was Milton’s first 
biographer. 
In 1659, Patrick Hume became the first editor of Paradise Lost. 
In ‘The Age of Louis XVI’, Voltaire said “Milton remains the glory and the wonder (l’admiration) 
of England.” 
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William Blake considered Milton the major English poet. Blake placed Edmund Spenser as Milton’s 
precursor, and saw himself as Milton’s poetical son. In his Milton: A Poem in Two Books, Blake 
uses Milton as a character. 

Edmund Burke was a theorist of the sublime, and he regarded Milton’s description of Hell as 
exemplary of Sublimity as an aesthetic concept. For Burke, it was to set alongside mountain-tops, a 
storm at sea, and infinity. 

In ‘The Beautiful and the Sublime’, he wrote: “No person seems better to have understood the secret 
of heightening, or of setting terrible things, if I may use the expression, in their strongest light, by the 
force of a judicious obscurity than Milton.” 

In The Madwoman in the Attic, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gilbert note that Mary Shelley’s novel 
Frankenstein is, in the view of many critics, “one of the key ‘Romantic’ readings of Paradise Lost.” 
Philip Pullman has spoken of Milton as “our greatest public poet.” 

Said Issac Watts in 1734, “Mr Milton is esteemed the parent and author of blank verse among us.” 
In 1674, Milton died of Kidney failure. 

John Dryden began the trend of describing Milton as the “poet of the sublime”. 

William Wordsworth began his sonnet “London”, 1802 with — 

“Milton! Thou should ’st be living at this hour”’.and modelled his The Prelude, a blank verse epic on 
Paradise Lost. 

Harold Bloom in his The Anxiety of Influence wrote that — 

“Milton is the central problem in any theory and history of poetic influence in English”. 

Milton’s ‘Aeropagitica’ is cited as the “First amendment to the United States Constitution” 
Quotation from ‘Aeropagitica’ — 

“A good book is the precious lifeblood of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose 
to a life beyond life.” 

Dryden said — “Milton was the Poetic son of Spenser”. 

Tennyson called Milton — “The mighty mouthe inventor of harmonies — good gifted organ, voice of 
England”. 

Wordsworth said — “Zhe Sonnet in Milton’s hand becomes a trumpet”. 

Horton Poems: From 1635, Milton spent 6 years at Horton in intensive private study. The poems 
written during this period are called Horton Poems. They are — 

1. Upon the Circumcision 

2. Ata Solemn music 

3. On Time 

4. Arcades & Comus 

5. Lycidas. 

Mathew Arnold called Milton’s style as “Grand Style”. 

Dryden called Milton “Poet of Sublime”. 

Dryden was the first to say that “Satan is the real Hero of Paradise Lost’. 

William Blake in his “Marriage of Heaven and Hell” said about Milton — 

“... he was a true poet and of the devil’s party without knowing it.” 

Milton has written 24 sonnets (19 in English and 5 in Latin). William Wordsworth wrote 523 
sonnets, John Keats 67, S. T. Coleridge 48 and P. B. Shelley 18 sonnets. 

“Weep no more, woeful shepherds, weep no more 

For Lycidas, your sorrow, is not dead.” (Lycidas) 

Milton’s was the last great liberal intelligence of the English Renaissance. 

“They also serve who only stand and wait.” (On His Blindness) 

Lycidas is one of the most-quoted elegies in English. 

For many critics, including the poets Blake and Shelley, Satan, the figure of Devil, is the hero of the 
poem. 

“The mind is its own place, and in itself 

Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.” (Paradise Lost) 

“Here we may reign secure, and in my choice 

To reign is worth ambition, though in hell: 

Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven.” (Paradise Lost) 

“Just are the ways of God, 


VVVV 


VV Vv 


And justifiable to men.” (Samson Agonistes) 

“The sun to me is dark 

And silent as the moon, 

When she deserts the night 

Hid in her vacant, interlunar cave. 

To live a life half-dead, a living death.” (Samson) 

Shakespeare and Milton are the two figures that tower conspicuously above the goodly fellowship of 
men who have made our literature famous. Each is representative of the age that produced him. 
Shakespeare is the poet of impulse, of the loves, hates, fears, jealousies, and ambitions that swayed 
the men of his age. Milton is the poet of steadfast will and purpose, who moves like a god amid the 
fears and hopes and changing impulses of the world, regarding them as trivial and momentary things 
that can never swerve a great soul form its course. 

‘He that would hope to write well hereafter in laudable things’, says Milton, ‘ought himself to be a 
true poem; that is, a composition and pattern of the best and most honourable things.’ 

Before one can write literature, which is the expression of the ideal, he must first develop in himself 
the ideal man. 

‘There is a spirit in man’, says the old Hebrew poet, ‘and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth him 
understanding ’. 

His long silences, years passing without a word; and when he speaks it is like the voice of a prophet 
who begins with the sublime announcement, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me., 

His style, producing an impression of sublimity, which has been marked for wonder by every 
historian of our literature. His style was unconsciously sublime because he lived and thought 
consciously in a sublime atmosphere. 

‘The heir of one great age and the prophet of another.’ W.J.Long 

At his father’s country home in Horton he gave himself up for six years to solitary reading and study, 
roaming over the wide fields of Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Spanish, French, Italian, and English 
literatures, and studying hard at mathematics, science, theology, and music — a curious combination. 
‘It is remarkable’, says Lamartine, ‘how often in the libraries of Italian princes and in the 
correspondence of great Italian writers of this period you find mentioned the name and fame of this 
young Englishman.’ 

Until the end of commonwealth, there were two leaders in England, Cromwell the man of action, 
Milton the man of thought. 

The last part of Milton’s life is a picture of solitary grandeur unequalled in literary history. 

Paradise Lost was finished in 1665, after seven years’ labour in darkness. 

Dryden summed up the impression made on thoughtful minds of his time when he said, ‘This man 
cuts us all out, and the ancients too.’ 

He died peacefully in 1674, the most sublime and the most lonely figure in our literature. 
Areopagitca — is the most famous plea in English for the freedom of the press. 

Paradise Lost: indeed the only generally acknowledged epic in our literature since Beowulf. 

In Cambridge there is preserved a notebook of Milton’s containing a list of nearly 100 subjects for a 
great poem, selected while he was a boy at the university. Of these 60 were taken from the Bible, 33 
from English and 5 from Scotch history. 

In 1658 Milton in his darkness sat down to dictate the work which he had planned 30 years before. 
Lamartine has described Paradise Lost as the dream of a Puritan fallen asleep over his Bible. 

Even a slight acquaintance will make the reader understand why it ranks with the Divina Commedia 
of Dante, and why it is generally accepted by critics as the greatest single poem in our literature. W.J. 
Long 

Edward Albert writes: “As a poet Milton is not a great innovator; his function is rather to refine and 
make perfect. Every form he touches acquires a finality of grace and dignity.” 

“Of all the English Styles,” says Raleigh, “Milton’s is the best entitled to the name of classic.” 
Tennyson called Milton “God-gifted organ voice of England’ and “mighty-mouthed inventor of 
harmonies.” 

W. H. Hudson writes: “His blank verse in particular deserves the closest study. Though this form, as 
we now know, had long been used in the drama, it had not thus far been adopted for any non- 
dramatic poem. Milton was therefore making an experiment when he took as the measure of 


Paradise Lost “English heroic verse without rime”. Of this measure he remains our greatest 
master.” 
> “English verse,” says Raleigh, “went Milton-mad during the earlier half of the eighteenth century.” 
> Stopford A. Brook writes: “He did not represent in any way the England that followed the Stuarts, 
but they did represent Puritan England, and the whole spirit of Puritanism from its cradle to its 
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> Major Works of Milton 
Poetry & Drama 
1. On Shakespeare (1630) 
2. L’Allegro (1631) 
3. Il Penseroso (1631) 
4. A Mask Presented at Lulow Castle (Comus) (1634) 
5. Lycidas (1638) 
6. Poems of Mr. John Milton, Both English and Latin (1645) 
7. When I consider How my Light is Spent (commonly known as “On His Blindness”) — 1652 
8. On the Late Massacre in Piedmont — 1655 
9. Paradise Lost — 1667 & 1674 
10. Paradise Regained — 1671 
11. Samson Agonistes (1671) 
12. Poems, & C upon Several Occessions (1673) 


Of Reformation (1641) 
Of Prelatical Episcopacy (1641) 
Animad Versions (1641) 
The Reason of Church government urged against Prelaty (1642) 
Apology for Smectymnuus (1642) 
Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1643) 
Judgement of Martin Bucer concerning divorce (1644) 
Of Education (1644) 
Aeropagitica (1644) 
. Tetrachordon (1645) 
. Colaterian (1645) 
. The Tenuse of Kings and Magistrates (1649) 
. Eikonoklastes (1649) 
. Defensio pro Populo Anglicano (First Defense) — 1651 
. Defensio Securda (Second Defense) — 1654 
. A Treatise of Civil Power 
. The Ready and easy way to establish a Free Commonwealth (1660) 
. History of Britain (1670) 
. Of true Religion (1673) 
. De Doctrina Christiana (1823) 
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> Paradise Lost 

e Itis.an epic poem written in blank verse in 1667. 

e Inconsisted of ten books. A second edition followed in 1674 which was arranged into twelve 
books. On the reader’s request and also to neatly match with Virgil’s Aenied which was also 
written into 12 books, 

Book VU, and Book X was split into two, thus total 12 books. 
e Milton’s purpose to write this book as per Book I, is to “Justify the way of god to man.” 


e In 1674 edition Milton also added an introductory prose “argument” summarizing the plot of 
each book to prepare readers for the complex poetry that was to follow. 
e In Paradise Lost, Satan takes various shapes as: 
— Comet or meteor 
— Cherub 
— Cormorant 
— Toad 
— Serpent/snake 


Prologue 


e Milton opens his poem’s subject: Human kind’s first act of disobedience towards god. 

e The act is Adam and Eve’s eating forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge. 

e The first book of the bible is called Genesis. 

e Milton asserts that the sin of Adam and Eve’s brought death to human beings for the first time, 
causing to lose our home in paradise until Jesus comes to restore humankind to its former position of 
purity. 

e Milton’s speaker announces that he wants to be inspired with this sacred knowledge because he 
wants to show his fellowman that the fall of humankind into sin and death was part of the god’s 
greater plan and that god’s plan is justified. 

e Thus prologue finishes. 


Book I 

Immediately after the prologue, Milton raises the question of how Adam and Eve’s disobedience occurred 
and explains that their actions were tempted by Satan. 

Satan and his followers are residing in Hell after defeated by god. He turns himself into a serpent. 

The second-in-command of the hell is Beelzebub who stands in a lake of fire that gives darkness instead 
of light. 

Satan does not repent on his rebellion against god while Beelzebub now believes that God can’t be 
overpowered. 

The two devils then decide to pervert god’s good works to evil purposes. 

L] All the devils who were following Satan were angels, but they choose to follow Satan in his rebellion and 
turns into devils. 

God was allowing the devil’s intentions because god wanted the evils to turn good at the end. 

Satan believes that it is better to be a King in Hell rather servant in heaven. He also remarks that the mind 
can make its own hell out of heaven. 

Satan appears like a comet or meteor, a fallen angel, in the beginning. 

The devils dig into the bowels of ground, unearthing gold and other minerals. 

With their inhuman power they construct a great temple in a short time, called Pandemonium (which 
means “all the demons”). 

All the demons make Pandemonium as their meeting place. 

Being spirits, they compact themselves and thousands of demons enter in the Pandemonium. 



















































































Book II 

Satan opens the debate in Pandemonium, and claimed that heaven is not yet lost if they work together, 
they can rise stronger against the god in the next battle. 

Beelzebub says that rumors have been circulating that a new world is to be created by god with a race 
called ‘man’ whom god will favour more than angels. 

All the devils plan to destroy this new race and Satan volunteers himself to find out about this new world. 
Satan flies off to find Hell’s gate and he sees nine gates— three each of brass, iron, and adamantine and 
two strange shapes guarding them. 

Satan chooses to confront them (shapes) demanding passage through the gates. 












































The shapes reveal that they are Satan’s own offsprings. Actually they were sin and death who were 
guarding the Hell. 

Now they are ready to open the Hell’s gate when they listen to the plan of Satan. 

When Satan enters the dark Hell, he began to fall but was carried by a cloud of fire. 

There he meets Chaos who tells the way to where Earth has recently been created. 

They make a bridge from Hell to Earth so that all evils can travel to tempt mortals. 
































Book III 


The scene is Heaven, where god has been watching all of the events in Hell with his Son sitting at his 
right hand. 


The god sees everything, past, present, and future. 

God says that a suitable sacrifice must be made, someone worthy must offer to die to pay for man’s sin. 
Satan lands on Earth in Mount Niphates (Now in China). 

L| From the Earth, Satan sees a high reaching structure in the distance, an enormous kingly gate in the sky 
with stairs leading all the way to Earth. 

Satan when sees an angel Uriel, he changes himself to a Cherub, a low ranking angel. 

After talking with Uriel, Satan flies off with dark intentions. 















































Book IV (645 lines) 

Satan lands to Mount Niphates, just north of Paradise, the Garden of Eden. 

Uriel notices that Satan is not a cherub from his facial expressions. 

Satan now reached Garden of Eden, surrounded by a great thick wall. 

He sees there the tallest tree, Tree of Life and next to it, is Forbidden Tree of Knowledge. He sits on the 
Tree of Life (highest in the garden) in the shape of a Cormorant. 

Satan notices two creatures erected among the other animals, they walk naked without shame and work 
pleasantly in the Garden of Eden. 

The erect creatures are Adam and Eve. 

Adam tells Eve about god blessings, and asked her not to eat the fruit of Knowledge Tree. 

Uriel comes to Archangel Gabriel, at the Gate of Eden, and tells him about the shape of changing spirit. 
Gabriel sends search party into the garden. Two of his angels find Satan, disguised as Toad, whispering in 
the ear of Eve when she sleeps. 

Satan is brought in front of Gabriel by the two angels, and Satan prepares to fight him. 

Their fight is stopped when they see a sign from Heaven-— the appearance in the sky of a pair of golden 
scales. 


Satan recognizes the sign, meaning as ‘he could not’ win and flies off. 
















































































Book V 

Adam awakes with a peaceful sleep. 

Eve explained her dream in which she hears a voice and follows it to the Tree of Knowledge. 
In Heaven, God calls Archangel Raphael and ordered him to warn Adam and Eve. 


Raphael meets with Adam and Eve and explains the difference between heavenly food and earthly food. 
Raphael describes of the things God created on earth. 

The highest substance is spirit which God put into humankind. 

Below human are animals which have no spirit followed by plants and inanimate objects. 

Raphael says that man is the highest being on earth because his ability to reason, and warns Adam to be 
obedient. 


Raphael explains further— All hierarchies of angels were obedient to God. One day father announced 
about birth of Son. 


While God’s announcement pleased most of the angels, but among them one was angry so he lost his 
heavenly name and now called Satan. 


Satan erected his own throne in Heaven and told his followers that they should not allow themselves to be 










































































unjustly ruled. 




















One of the follower of Satan disagreed named, Abdiel. 
Abdiel returns to God’s side. 


Book VI 















































God appoints Gabriel and Michael the leaders of Heaven’s army. 
The battle begins between Satan and God. 


‘| God decides that there will be no fighting on the third day and said that war must now be end. 


Satan including rebel angels were driven out of the Gate of Heaven through a hole in Heaven’s ground. 
They fall for 9 days through Chaos before landing in Hell. 

Raphael warns Adam that Satan has begun a plot for the doom of mankind. 

Raphael explains to Adam that they must fear Satan and must not yield to his evil plot. 


Book VII (shortest book, 640 lines) 






























































In this book Milton asks Urania to ensure his safe transition from relating the story of war in Heaven back 


to Raphael and Adam’s conversation on Earth. 


Adam then asks about his creation and creation of the new world, for which Raphael replies politely. 
Raphael replies that God decided to create Earth and humans, with the idea that Earth and Heaven will 


eventually be joined together as one Kingdom through mankind’s obedience to God’s divine will. 


Raphael further said that God sent his Son down into Chaos to create Earth. 

The Earth first formed out of chaos and given light and dark (day and night) in equal measure. 
The creation on earth took six days and Adam and Eve were created last. 

God gives Adam one command, he must not eat the fruit from the Knowledge Tree, which gives 


knowledge of good and evil. 


Son, after finishing his work of creation, hanged Earth beneath Heaven by a chain. 
Pleased with the work of his Son, God takes rest on the seventh day, which then becomes known as 


‘Sabbath’. 


Book VIII 


























After Raphael finishes the story of creation, Adam asked him about the motions of the stars, sun, and 


planets. 


Eve leaves them alone, so that she can hear the same conversation from Adam afterwards. 
Raphael mentions that it does not matter whether the Earth moves or the sun moves around the Earth, he 


warns Adam that he should be satisfied with the knowledge that God has made available and to resist the 
urge to gain further understanding outside of the limit he has set. 


















































After Raphael finishes, Adam tells him about his own creation. 
He explains that he desired to have a companion more like him with whom he can share his thoughts. So 


God created Eve from a rib in Adam’s side while he slept. 


Adam instantly fell in love with Eve. 
Raphael says that while Eve is more beautiful from outside, she is less worthy than Adam from inside. 
Her spirituality is weaker than Adam, her intellect is slightly less developed and her vanity is a serious 


weakness. 


Raphael again reiterates Adam to avoid temptations from Satan. 
Afterwards Raphael return to Heaven and Adam goes for a sleep. 


Book IX (longest book, 1189 lines) 






































The actual disobedience of Adam and Eve takes place in this book. 

Milton asserts that the fall of humankind is more heroic than the tales of Virgil and Homer. 
Satan returns after 8 days when he caught and banished by Gabriel. 

Satan feels jealous to see the beauty of earth that is even more beautiful than Heaven. 
Satan enters in the body of a snake and becomes a serpent. 





The next morning, because of much work to do, Adam and Eve decides to work separately. 

Satan speaks in a man’s voice to Eve who surprises to see such creature. She asked the serpent about how 
he can speak and he tells that it is all the magic of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. 

Eve is convinced and eats the forbidden apple. 

Adam now thinks that Eve alone will be punished by God now, so he eats the apple too, because he loved 
Eve so much. 





























Book X 

The scene is heaven where God knows about the guilt of Adam and Eve and he sends his Son to earth to 
pass judgment on the couple. 

In Paradise, Son calls Adams along with Eve. They are embarrassed by their nakedness. 

The Son condemns the serpent for his evil act and order that all snakes will now have to crawl on their 
bellies and they can never be upright again. 

Son also declares that Adam and Eve’s children will strike the serpent’s head while serpents will bite 
humans forever. 

Now Son gives the punishment to couples, Eve and all women to follow, will give birth in pain and must 
submit to their husband. 

Adam and all men after him, will have to labour to hunt and harvest food in cursed ground. Son returns to 
Heaven. 

In Hail, Sin and Death remain at the gate of Hell where Satan left them. 

Sensing Satan has succeeded, they finish the linking bridge from Hell to Earth and travel towards Earth to 
meet him. 

At the edge of Paradise, Sin and Death meets Satan. They congratulate him and promise him that they 
will infect the earth. 

Death will corrupt all living things causing them to die, and sin will corrupt thoughts and deeds of 
humankind. 

Satan returns to Hell and speaks about his triumph from Pandemonium. 

All devils along with Satan are transformed to snake as Son’s curse. 

A grove of trees appears in Hell and when the snakes try to bite it, it turns to ashes. 

Sin and Death begin their work on earth. 

The God tells the angels that he will allow Sin and Death to stay on earth until judgment day. After that 
they must return to Hell and will be locked forever along with Satan and other devils. 

God calls the angels to alter the universe. They tilt the earth’s axis or alter the path of sun. 

Now humankind will have to endure extreme hot and cold seasons. 

On the earth there was a fight between animals and to see that Adam reproaches himself and insult Eve’s 
female nature. 

Eve urges Adam not to leave her and says that unity and love can save them in a fallen world. 

They decides to obey God’s order and confess their sins and asks for forgiveness. 
































































































































Book XI 

God hears the prayers of Adam and Eve and asked his Son to act as an advocate for humankind. 

The Father then calls all the angels together and tells about his plan. He commands Michael to go down to 
earth and escorts out Adam and Eve out of Paradise because now they can’t live in a pure place because 

they are impure now. 

But after death they can be reunited with God. 

Adam reassures Eve that she will be able to take revenge on Satan by being the mother of humankind. 
Michael arrives and asked Adam and Eve to leave the Paradise. 

They are shocked and sadden to know this but Michael comforts them saying that all of the earth has been 
given to them under the eye of the Father. 

Michael takes Adam to a high hill to show him visions of humankind future while he puts Eve to sleep. 
From the high hill he sees the entire hemisphere of the earth. 

































































Adam sees two men offering sacrifice and watches one of them killed the other. 

Michael explains that those men are Cain and Abel, the first sons of Adam and Eve. 

Adam is shocked and dismayed at his first vision of death. 

The angel shows him the other ways that will take lives of man, i.e. disease, war, and old age. 

Adam asked about any alternative to death, Michael advises him to obey and living a virtuous life can 
allow people to live long and fruitful lives till Heaven permits. 

Next vision appears of men and women enjoying dances, games, and amorous courting. Adam assumes 
that vision is good but Raphael informs him that they are atheist, who lives for pleasure not for God. 

The next vision is about great armies slaughtering men by thousands and plundering cities. 

L| The next vision is about a single man preaching to others but he is ignored. He goes off to mountains and 
onstructs a giant boat, filling it with all the animals of the earth and his family. 

A great flood then comes wiping out all living things except those on the boat. 

The good man who built the boat is Noah. 

1] Michael tells that how God was angered by humankind’s sinful ways and decides to clean the earth. 
The God found one virtuous man and preserves humankind through him. 

At the end of the flood Adam sees a rainbow appear and God’s promise that he will never destroy the 
earth again by flood. 


Adam feels reassured by this story and its promise that virtue and obedience to God will continue on earth 
through Noah. 
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Book XII 

Michael continues relating the story of the future of humankind to Adam. 

After the flood, human now act obediently to God than before flood. 

After several generations later, a leader arrives with proud and ungodly ambition. This man is Nimrod, a 
tyrant who forced many man under his rule. 

He constructs the Tower of Babel to reach to Heaven. 

As a result God gives punishment that men will speak different languages and will not be able to 
understand each other. 

Continuing his story, Michael explains that God chooses Israel, as the one nation to rise above the rest. 
He takes one person Abraham, father of Israelites from the race that worships idols. 

At God’s command, Abraham sets off from his native land and travels to Canaan, the promised land. 

A man named Moses is born and he eventually leads the people out of Egypt. 

After listening all these future stories Adam is relieved that God will bless a portion of humankind after 
having it cursed for so long. 

Michael says that in Israel, after many different rulers, a King named David will appear and from his 
descendants will eventually come a Messiah named as Jesus or Son, who will bring together Heaven and 
Earth once again. 


However he will have to suffer a lot. He will be punished to death but his resurrection will fulfill the 
prophecy of Son. 



















































































Adam worries that the followers of the Jesus will be prosecuted. 











Michael replies that definitely they will be prosecuted but Messiah will send down Holy Spirit to provide 
spiritual protection. 








The world will continue to accommodate evil and make it difficult for individuals to do good deeds. 





Adam is comforted and they prepare to leave Paradise. He comes down from the mountain. Eve awakes 





and says that she had educating dreams. 





Adam and eve turn away from Paradise hand in hand with Michael. 











Note: Dr. Samuel Johnson praised Paradise Lost as “a poem which... with respect to design may claim the 
first place, and with respect to performance, the second, among the productions of the human mind.” 














Dr. Johnson described Milton’s politics as those of an “acrimonious and surely Republican.” 
* KK 


